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With Margaret Holt Herndon

- 142nd Anmverdry Celebratlo

St Paul A.M.E Church on Edenton Street was organized in 1848 and it
was 19 years later that a prayer band splintered away and organized
St Matthew in the kitchen of Major Lane’s home. In 1867, slavery had
been over just two years and not all of the Black Americans knew that
they were free .

The A.M.E. church at that ime was the center of the social life of
Blacks. The A.M.E. church was organized in such a way that mem-
bers could improve their status through attending night schools and
learning to read and do number work, Blessed were the ones who
came out of slavery as skilled artisans. When Richard Allen was alive,
he encouraged Blacks to learn trades—like tanning, shoe-making,
cabinet-making and brick-laying—become more self-sufficient.

The original St Matthew was on New Bern near Seawell Avenue. It
was an old hospital which had been moved to that site and re-
conditioned as a church. For sure, in 1929, an older church was torn
down and in 1930 they built the “basement” level of the Davie Street
property. They worshipped there until the 1940's when the upstairs
part was built. During Rev David L. Morrison's administration ( 1968-
1975) , there was a major renovation of the entire church.

It was under Rev. Ralph Stephens' administration that this property
was purchased here on Bennett Street and this edifice Rev. Marion B.
Robinson is in the process of making his dream a reality.

Rev. Robinson has proven to be a leader among leaders. Each year
during his 17 year- administration, he has made improvements which
makes our church one that is committed to helping members and com-
munity. One could speak about the steeple, the new video/audio
sound system or new groups that are flourishing. His focus has been
on helping our youth throughout the city. He is a co-founder of the
Harriet B. Webster Taskforce which attempts to lessen the education/
achievement gap between ihe races. There is in-place a Saturday
Morning Enrichment Program where children come for help in reading
and math. The Drama & Dance ministries give our young people the
spotlight for most Christian celebrations. On the fourth Sunday, our
youth participate completely in the Sunday morning worship rituals and
they serve as ushers, all wearing YPD regalia. Lately he has organ-
ized a Hug Our Black Boys Sunday wherein each one of them will get
a hug from everyone. The Commission on Christian Ed is sponsoring
a Reading Workshop and we encourage our parents to bring their
children. Something exciting is always going on here at St.Matthew.
We've come this far, for 142 years, leaning on the Lord. Thank God for
the pioneer upon whose shoulders we stand. To God be the glory.

In this photo of the groundbreaking ceremony, we see men who have
made great contributions to St. Matthew. Present in photo are Brother
George Parker(1), for whom our Men's Club in named;Retired Bishop
John Adams(2), Rev Ralph Stephens(3) whose dream was to build a
sanctuary and Brother James Stewart (4), for whom the Fellowship
Hall is named. His widow is Mrs. Clarestene Stewart, a very active
member who originated “Everybody's Birthday Party" as a fund-raiser
for the SMAME Scholarship Fund.

The Ground Breakmg

How many members present at the ground-breaking ceremony do you recognize?
George Parker, Willie Bridgeford, Alberata Bridgeford, Julia Holt, Doug Gartrell, Sr,
Jackie Hicks, Renee Hicks, Ruby Madden, Mary Frances Lane.







